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KEEP ROLLIN’

The beloved Slow Food Cycle Sunday returns

PEDAL POWER

Pemberton’s bike scene a class of its own

FARM HOSTS
Local farms make the pivot

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF

taproom & farm brewery
Farmers first Brewers second
Crafting beer that is born and raised
in Pemberton. Locally grown and
locally consumed.

Join Us on the farm this season.
Featuring: Pumpkin Patch,
Sunflower Maze and a
taste of the Farm Life.

8324 Pemberton Meado
Meadows
dows Rd, Pemberton, BC
www.thebeerfarmers.com/visit
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TOURISM PEMBERTON would like to thank you for
visiting our amazing, vibrant community in the Pemberton
Valley. Our Tourism Team is made up of members, a
volunteer board of directors, and partners including
the Village of Pemberton, the Lil’wat Nation and the
Squamish Lillooet Regional District. These groups
collaborate for the same vision of responsible and
respectful tourism within our area.
With responsible travel occurring within our
province once again, we welcome the return of
some of our beloved events. What better time to
start enjoying the great outdoors than with the
annual Slow Food Cycle Sunday? This iconic twowheeled, pedal-powered tour is the fun, familyfriendly, agri-tourism event of the year that truly
offers a locals’ experience of our wonderful farms
and Valley.
As we continue to work on respectful and
responsible tourism initiatives within our
community, we provide our visitors, as we always
have, with truly memorable experiences.
We invite and welcome you to explore our diverse
range of recreational experiences including our
mountain bike and hiking trails, horseback riding,
fishing, heli-adventures and golf, as well as the lovely
provincial parks and scenic destinations that dot our
community and surrounding area. And be sure to
visit our cafés and restaurants while you’re here. The
charming Village of Pemberton also offers a variety
of local small businesses, arts and talents within our
colorful downtown area.
With all these unmistakable places for you and your
family to experience, it’s important to remember to leave
it the way you discovered it for many more visits to come.
Thank you!
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We look forward to seeing you. Now it’s time for you to
come see what our Village has to offer.

Pemberton: Adventure Begins Here!
Andy Meeker
Tourism Pemberton

TO ADVENTURE!

CHRISTINE NANJI PHOTO / GETTYIMAGES.CA
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Paddle power

AT RUTHERFORD CREEK
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FOR THOSE IN THE KNOW, Rutherford Creek
is a classic kayaking spot that is something
of a hidden gem in the Sea to Sky.

PINTS IN PARADISE

FOR GENERATIONS, Pemberton has been
known for its fertile farmland and fresh
produce packed with flavour. But, of course,
no meal is complete without the perfect
pairing to wash it down, and, increasingly,
the Spud Valley is becoming known as much
for its farm-grown potatoes as its pints.
With a coterie of proper pubs and unfussy
restaurants, along with a couple of
microbreweries making waves in the craft beer
scene, Pemberton has grown into a sudslover’s paradise—and the BC Ale Trail has
all the information you need to ensure you’re
adequately hydrated on your next trip here.
A series of self-guided itineraries highlighting
craft brewery destinations around B.C., along
with the eye-popping natural landscapes
surrounding them, the BC Ale Trail—and its
trusty app—is a handy accompaniment on
your next B.C. adventure.
We’ll leave it to them to help you create a
tour tailor-suited to your appetites, but we
would be remiss if we didn’t at least mention
some of our favourite go-to spots to while
away the afternoon with beer in hand.

The Pony Restaurant
1392 Pemberton Portage Road

A local’s haunt if ever there was one, The Pony
combines the rustic charm of its hometown—
true to its name, there are honest-to-goodness
hitching posts out front just in case your steed
wants to come along—with the high standards
of a fine dining restaurant.
It’s also got one of the best beer lists in town,
with several taps pouring local and B.C. beers
as well as a vast selection of craft brews from
across the province and beyond.

Pemberton Brewing Company
#5-1936 Stonecutter Place

What sets this small-but-mighty brewery apart
is its sheer innovation, pouring some of the most
unique brews this side of the 49th Parallel.
Famous for its Cream Puff juicy pale ale
(named after one of Pembertonians’ favourite
bike trails), the brewery also pours a number
of unique sours (the Blue in the Face Blueberry
Sour is unlike anything you’ve ever tried),
hop-filled IPAs (try the Comet Dust, made from
fresh hops), and delicious souts and porters
(for the sweet tooths, go for the Dark Secrets
Chocolate and Raspberry Porter).

The Beer Farmers

8324 Pemberton Meadows Road
For four generations, the Miller family
has owned and operated its 200-hectare
Pemberton Meadows farm, raising cattle and
potatoes dating back to the 1890s. But the allorganic farm is anything but dated.
These days, along with their regular farm
operations, the Millers also run one of the best
spots in the Sea to Sky to catch a few rays
with a craft beer in hand: The Beer Farmers.

Featuring kilometres of continuous
boulder rapids and a number of
adrenaline-inducing bedrock drops, it
is admittedly a challenging run. But for
the experienced paddler, there is lots to
love. Part of its allure is the challenge of
finding a good flow.
With the construction of a run-of-river
hydro projects some years back, the
classic whitewater run is drained for
parts of the year, so the summer is the
best time to catch some rapids.
The take-out for the Rutherford can
be found where the river runs under
the bridge on Highway 99, just west of
Pemberton. The most popular sections for
paddlers are located below the diversion
dam, and there are markers guiding you
along the way. The first put-in is at the
three-kilometre mark.

Rally IN THE VALLEY

For the motorheads in the bunch, rev your
engines for the Rally in the Valley this
summer at the Pemberton Speedway.
Organized by Squamish Brackendale
Rally CI, this race series counts several
events, starting in the spring, with the
fourth and fifth races slated for Saturday,
June 11 and Sunday, June 12.
Full-day events with two tracks, watch
the rubber burn as all-wheel drive, twowheel drive and side-by-side classes
vie for the overall BC RallyCross
championships.

And the name isn’t a gimmick either. The Beer
Farmers were the first brewery in B.C.—and
one of only a handful on the planet—to grow
and malt their own barley onsite. Add to that
the fact they source local hops and use the
same pristine well water they use for their
certified-organic farm fields, and you can
be sure you’re getting the freshest brews
available, from field to bottle.
Don’t forget to stop for a pint in its expansive
tasting room, which, in the summer, opens
right onto the farm’s 500-acre land.
PHOTO BY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Surrounded by spectacular views and amazing recreational possibilities,
Pemberton is the ideal place to begin your adventure, anytime of year.
Tourism Pemberton focuses on effective destination marketing, strong partnership
building and responsible destination management for Pemberton and area. We’ve
gratefully received over $650K in grant funding and here’s a look at what we’re
currently working on and organizations we’re partnering with this year:
Backcountry Sanitation Infrastructure
Agri-tourism Wayfinding Signage
Range Beyond Range Circle Route
Pemberton Farm Tour
BC Ale Trail
Slow Food Cycle Sunday – August 21, 2022

Download our App
from the App Store
and Google Play

Sea to Sky Cultural Connector
Sea to Sky Biking / Western Canada Mountain
Bike Tourism Association
BC Backcountry Touring Association
Nairn Falls Winter Trail & Parking Access
The Raven Guide

tourismpembertonbc.com

LEVI NELSON, LIL’WAT PAINTER
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ARTS EDITION

BRANDON BARRETT

ANNA LYNCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE PEMBERTON ARTS COUNCIL
IN HER THREE YEARS at Arts Whistler, Anna
Lynch wore a lot of hats. Officially speaking,
her title was venue, sales and services
supervisor, “but I had an unofficial title of
master of organized chaos,” she laughs.
Lynch will have plenty of chance to put her
distinct skills to the test as the Pemberton Arts
Council’s (PAC) newly minted executive director,
taking over for Karen Love, who left the position
last summer to pursue her painting. Between
Love’s departure and ever-shifting COVID-19
health orders, the PAC, like so many other arts
organizations, hit a bit of a lull.
“There were a lot of projects that were hoped
to take place last year, but with all the provincial
health order changes, just weren’t possible,”
Lynch explains. “This year we’re bringing all of
these projects to life and hopefully revitalizing
the Pemberton arts and culture scene.”
Lynch has big dreams for the organization,
hoping to grow the council’s membership
more than threefold this year by lowering
membership fees from $25 to $15 and opening
things up to not just artists and performers, but
anyone in the community.
“We’re making it more affordable and
inclusive so it’s open to everyone,” Lynch
says. “At this time it’s just open to artists, but
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we’re going to change that so it’s open to
anyone whether they are a creative person or
just an art lover or a groupie who just wants
to come to see our shows.”
Lynch also hopes to put renewed focus on
children’s programming, especially with the
growth in young families who have settled
in town in recent years. Like any good
arts council, she wants to help stoke the
creative fires of locals who may not think of
themselves as artists or performers.
“We’d just like more people to participate,
have a go, do what they love and be
creative,” Lynch says.
There’s plenty of exciting cultural events on
tap this summer from the PAC. First up is the
Outside Voices Mural Project that will see
a new mural go up around the community
every year. This year’s mural is slated for
the facilities shop at the Pemberton Medical
Clinic, and the council is open to any and all
designs from local and Sea to Sky artists.

IT’S BEEN A BANNER FEW YEARS for the
multitudinous Lil’wat Nation artist Levi Nelson. In
2019, he landed his first solo exhibit at Whistler’s
Maury Young Arts Centre, and not long after
graduated from the one of Canada’s top art schools,
Emily Carr University. He was specifically selected
for the Audain Art Museum’s emerging artist
program, as well as landing his first piece in the
Audain’s permanent collection. Last year, he was
awarded the John C. Kerr Chancellor Emeritus
Award for Excellence in Visual Arts, before being
accepted into Columbia University’s vaunted MFA
program, where his artistic practice has only
expanded thanks to the school’s self-directed
approach and diversity of students.
“It’s really positioned me in a place of being
able to see my own practice more clearly
and helping me to focus on what it is that
I want to say through my art to the world,
while at the same time taking these two years
to experiment and really flesh out what my
interests are as a means to continue into a
practice that’s sustainable, creative, exciting
and always growing and unfolding,” he says.
Working in oil painting as well as mixed
media such as collage and silk screening,
Nelson’s unapologetically provocative work
fuses together elements of Lil’wat and
Coast Salish aesthetics with pop culture
imagery that explores themes of Indigenous
belonging and identity.
Like so many Indigenous Canadians today, Nelson
grew up straddling two intrinsically different worlds,
and it’s that sense of duality that has defined him
as a visual artist. He is a proud Lil’wat who never
learned his people’s native tongue, because his
grandma, a residential school survivor, knew full
well the danger that could come from speaking
Ucwalmícwts openly. He is a queer, First Nations
artist endlessly fascinated by Renaissance images
of Christ and the Virgin Mary. He incorporates
traditional Aboriginal art styles in a decidedly
contemporary, often neon-splashed style. He
reimagines long-held Indigenous stereotypes
through the lens of a largely white-dominated,
Eurocentric art world.

This summer will also see the return of the
Mountain Muse Festival, a local music festival
that had its inaugural edition in 2019 before being
shut down by the pandemic. Scheduled for June
25 and 26 at the Community Barn, the first night
will be a 19-plus event, with bar service, while the
26th will be a free, family daytime show.

Nelson is set to return from New York to Mount
Currie, just outside of Pemberton, this summer,
where he has plenty of exciting initiatives on
the agenda. He will be painting as part of the
Vancouver Mural Festival, has been invited as a
guest of honour for the Squamish Lil’wat Cultural
Centre in Whistler’s Ancient Medicine exhibit,
and he was even tapped to create the design for
a Spotify playlist specifically curated for the 20th
annual Talking Stick Festival in Vancouver.

Learn more at pembertonartscouncil.com.

Learn more at levinelson.ca.

“We’re open to everything. We want people to
run wild with their imaginations,” says Lynch.

POWERED BY
BLACKCOMB HELICOPTERS

GUIDED AND UNGUIDED DOWNHILL HELI BIKING
INTERMEDIATE TO
EXPERT ALPINE TRAIL
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SLOW FOOD CYCLE

PHOTO BY CARLEE CINDRIC

Flagship Pemberton event to return for first time since 2019
DAN FALLOON

G

et your bikes and especially your baskets
prepped: Slow Food Cycle Sunday is returning
to Pemberton.

The 40-kilometre ride meandering up Pemberton
Meadows Road counts several local farms and other
businesses as eager participants. However, the
event’s momentum was halted the past two years
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the first Slow
Food Cycle since 2019 will take place on Sunday,
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Organizer Carlee Cindric said there’s an added sense
of excitement from participants given the absence of
events in recent years. As of late April, seven sites
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had confirmed interest in participating, with more
expected to hop on in the months to come.
“I’m hoping that we’ll have some good pickup at
the farms and the venues this year,” she says. “I’m
hopeful that it will be bigger and better than ever.”
Meredith Gardner of HappiLife Farm is eager
to get rolling with the Slow Food Cycle on a
consistent basis. HappiLife participated for the
first time in 2019, only to see the event scuttled
over the last two summers.
Given it was the farm’s first time participating,
Gardner said they limited their offerings in 2019 and
are looking to expand this time around.

“We kept it really simple. We were just a stop where
people could either get flowers, cookies or jewelry,”
she recalls. “I think we’re going to ramp it up a bit
this year.”
HappiLife will look to build on a hit from last time:
bespoke bike bouquets that visitors can attach to
their steeds.
“I don’t think anyone was really getting the idea that
you could attach a beautiful bouquet of flowers to
your bike,” Gardner says. “This one girl pulled up and
said, ‘Oh, flowers on your bike! What a great idea!’
“I gave her the bouquet and she rode away and then
for the rest of the day, there was a lineup of people.”

GREAT GOLF, FABULOUS FOOD, BEST VALUE

1730 AIRPORT RD | 604-894-6197 | SUNSTONEGOLFCLUB.COM

PHOTOS BY HAPPILIFE

“It’s already great, but it’s going to be one of
the major events in B.C. with time.”
ALEJANDRO SUCRE

And don’t worry about your bouquet being ready to
toss in the compost at day’s end.
“Our flowers are all grown and cut fresh. Everyone
was thinking the flowers would die, but everyone
told me they went home, put them in some water,
and they lasted for days afterward,” Gardner says,
adding that mid-August is primetime for gardenias
and sunflowers.
When popping by HappiLife this year, visitors can
expect to find food offerings, as well as an herb
garden near the farmstand.
Flowers are also central to Laughing Crow Organics’
offering, according to co-founder Kerry McCann.
The farm has hosted a spectacular sunflower maze
in recent years, and McCann anticipates this year’s
event will line up perfectly with the height of
sunflower season.
“I was ecstatic to get the email that it was
happening,” she says. “It’s going to happen while the
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sunflowers are blooming, so that’s very exciting.”
McCann noted that Laughing Crow is experimenting
with some new colours this year in one section
of the sunflower field, including red, white and a
deeper orange that verges on brown.
McCann takes great joy in seeing familiar faces
return to tackle the maze each year, as children make
their way through the twists and turns more speedily
each time out.
“We have people and families that come back year
after year, so that’s really cool,” she says. “We’re
trying to keep it new and with something new to
offer every year.
“It’s pretty cool to see the kids come back year after
year. Some of them are just so pumped.”
In addition to venturing through the maze, visitors
can take home flowers and produce, or even enjoy
a cold beverage at the neighbouring Beer Farmers,
a craft microbrewery and fourth-generation family

farm that grows and malts its own barley onsite.
If the day turns out to be a scorcher, which is a
distinct possibility in the Pemberton Valley in August,
riders can take a quick dip in the pool at Blue House
Organics, says owner Alejandro Sucre.
Sucre is bullish on the event’s potential this year and
in the future.
“It’s already great, but it’s going to be one of the
major events in B.C. with time. It’s a great location
in the Meadows and the farms there are very
enthusiastic about having different opportunities for
visitors to not only visit operating farms, but also to
have different amenities,” he says, adding that Blue
House will also host a food truck onsite.
Ultimately, though, the event is an opportunity
for participants to better connect with agriculture
and learn more about the food cycle in a fun and
engaging way, according to Cindric.
“It’s your chance to not only take in the Pemberton
farming community and farmland, but also to
potentially meet a farmer and to learn more about
how they grow and what they produce,” she says.
Be sure to register early for special savings, as the
rates of $5 per person or $20 for a family of up to six
people double on event day.
For complete information or to register, visit
tourismpembertonbc.com/slow-food-cycle-sunday.

MAKE THE MOVE

PEMBERTON

) 604 ) 2308167

F ra n k @ F r a n k i n g h a m . c o m

INGHAM
R E A L

E S T A T E

NORTH ARM FARM
Pemberton’s Family Farm Experience
• Farm Store & Bakery
• Pigs, Sheep & Chickens
• Seasonal Vegetables and Fruits • Farm-Made Ice Cream
• U-Pick Berries & Pumpkins
• Weddings and Events

OPEN DAILY – SERVING FIELD
TO FORK FARM FOOD
604-894-5379
1888 Hwy 99, Pemberton | www.northarmfarm.com
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MOUNTAIN BIKE SCENE
PHOTOS BY EDWARD WITWICKI, RIDER JEFF WESTLAKE

Spud Valley’s pedal-powered trails have helped create one of
B.C.’s unique biking communities
HARRISON BROOKS

E

are raised on the culture of skiing in the winter and
biking in the summer. And with so many unique trails
and areas to hit just in the vicinity of Pemberton, it’s
no wonder the town breeds excellence in the sport.

But to the people of Pemberton and the surrounding
area, mountain biking is much more than just a fun
activity to while away the summer, it’s part of the
town’s culture and ethos. In many ways, the sport is
part of what defines Pemberton.

Growing up in Pemberton and getting his start
on the town’s BMX track before getting into the
mountain biking and downhill scene, World Cup
downhill racer Lucas Cruz still cherishes every
moment he gets to ride his hometown trails,
despite having the opportunity to ride all over the
world on the WC circuit.

For those lucky enough to have spent the majority
of their lives in this rural mountain paradise, they

“I pretty much ride them every chance I get, and I
love riding the home trails. I know them really well

ach year, as the snow starts to melt in the
warm spring air and people begin to wrap
up their ski seasons, a new kind of energy is
injected into the Pemberton Valley. An energy that
can only come from the excited anticipation for the
area’s favourite summer past-time: mountain biking.
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and I think it’s even still good practice for me to
ride locally, so anytime I’m home, I’m out there on
the trails,” says Cruz “It’s pretty exciting to explore.
And it’s easy to spend an entire day here and feel
like you’ve just ridden a fraction of the trails. I still
haven’t done every trail in Pemberton.”
With one of the world’s premier bike parks just 30
minutes down the road in Whistler, mountain biking
culture isn’t unique to Pemberton, as it runs deep in
the entire Sea to Sky corridor. But while thousands
of people flock to Whistler each week in the summer
for the downhill scene, Pemberton represents a good
escape from the craziness, according to Cruz.

IS IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN
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“I don’t want to make it sound like Pemberton is
anti-shuttling, but I really do feel like the nature of
Pemberton is we earn our turns, essentially.”
IAN KRUGER

PHOTOS BY EDWARD WITWICKI, RIDER JEFF WESTLAKE

And although it doesn’t have the same infrastructure
in place as its Sea to Sky neighbour, the Pemberton
mountain biking scene has developed its own
identity and style with a pedal-centric nature versus
other places that lean towards shuttling bikers up so
they can ride back down.
“And part of the reason for that is, back around
2009, we had a visionary executive director for
the Pemberton Valley Trail Association (PVTA) who
designed our climbing uptrack and that was kind of
before the round of enduro bikes,” says president
of the Pemberton Off Road Cycling Association Ian
Kruger. “That started this ethos of, ‘You pedal and
then you plummet.’ I think you definitely appreciate
your descent a bit more if you’re pedalling up and
riding down.
“I don’t want to make it sound like Pemberton is
anti-shuttling, but I really do feel like the nature of
Pemberton is we earn our turns, essentially.”
That same earn-your-turn, pedal-centric nature goes
hand in hand with the Pemberton biking scene’s
other staple: adventure riding.
With approximately 172 trails spread across three
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distinct zones (Mackenzie, Mosquito Lake and One Mile
Lake), riders can easily manufacture multi-hour treks,
multiple days in a row without ever riding the same trail
twice—something Cruz and his friends make the most
of when they link up for rides in the summer.
Some of Cruz’ must-hit spots include Pemberton’s
renowned Cream Puff trail, which he compares to
Moab, Utah due to the mainly rocky terrain, as well
as doing big, long loops up and around Rudy’s Trail
before taking a quick dip in Mosquito Lake and
making his descent.
“I think it’s just exciting to check out a new place
and not show up and have the same sort of trails
everywhere,” he says. “It’s just a fun place to be; I
love being here.”
Even with an already impressive trail network, the
Pemberton Valley Trail Association is always looking
to add to the network by building new trails in an
environmentally responsible way.
“There is definitely a balance [to building new
trails]. We need to think about our environment and
our cultural land steward partners,” says president
of the PVTA Emily Slaco. “There are a lot of really

important cultural areas in and around Pemberton for
the Lil’wat Nation, so as much as we’d love to have
a new trail every year as mountain bikers and hikers,
there’s definitely a balance to that. So maybe not
every year but if we can get one in that benefits the
whole community and the environment in general
then we’d love to see that happen.”
The newest addition to the Pemberton Valley trail
network is a currently unnamed multi-use uptrack
under construction by Howler Contracting that
extends up the mountain from the Industrial Park and
will connect users to many additional descent trails.
So if you find yourself in the Pemberton area and
want to check out the world-class mountain biking
trails but are unsure of where to start or what trails
suit your skill level, Kruger suggests heading down
to the see the boys at Pemberton Bike Co. who will
get you set up with rentals and gear and help you
plan out a perfect day on the trails.
But if you are looking for a more professional
experience, check out Broken Boundary Adventures
for guided bike tours as well as Blackcomb
Helicopters, which offers more advanced heli-drop
biking options.

PEMBERTON: WHERE YOUR ROOTS HAVE TIME TO GROW.
It’s no secret that I love Pemberton. Born and raised in the Pemberton Valley, I am the
fourth generation of my family to call this beautiful valley home and this little slice of
paradise has my heart. I know the valley and the people; I truly enjoy sharing my love
of Pemberton with others and helping them to find the perfect property to call home.
16 years experience I have the skills, background and
As a licenced Realtor ® with over 15
knowledge to guide you through the process with confidence.

REALESTATEPEMBERTON.COM

( 604-698-5128 ( 1-877-242-2488 ext.333
 danielle@wrec.com

Pet & Farm
Feed and Supplies
Equine Feed and Tack

604 894 6740

Mon. to Thurs. 9-6, Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9:30-5:30, Sun. 10-4
#1-1384 Portage Road, Pemberton
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BRINGS PEMBERTON’S EX
BACKCOUNTRY RIGHT TO
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How to get started in
the fast-growing sport
on Pemberton’s enviable
terrain

XPANSIVE
YOUR DOORSTEP

HARRISON BROOKS

S

pending time in Sea to Sky Corridor and
being enshrouded by its behemoth coastal
mountain range often evokes a sense of
wonder and adventure in a way not many other
places in Canada can.
The near numinous beauty of being surrounded by
so much unknown and untouched land is one of the
main draws of the area, with people coming from far
and wide to get their own taste of the adventure this
area can offer.
For many, that means pushing further and further
into the backcountry in an attempt to find their own
little pocket of untouched land they can triumphantly
lay claim to, even if just temporarily.
Each season offers a distinct way of achieving this
feeling, but for those who make their way to the
Pemberton area in the winter months, few activities
can help you reach that desired level of remoteness
better than snowmobiling.
“The access is pretty unparalleled. I can’t think
of anywhere else that is really quite like this in
terms of access,” says owner-operator of Broken
Boundary Adventures Tyler Kraushar about the
hundreds of kilometres of terrain you can quickly
access from Pemberton.
“As soon as you hit the Pemberton Valley, it just
opens up and any direction you go, you can get into
sledable terrain.”
And with Whistler just a few minutes down the road
offering its own expansive sledding terrain, just a
30-minute drive from Pemberton, you can access
nearly 20 unique sled zones, which span upwards of
300 kilometres.
With so much terrain and the consistently good
snow the area offers each winter, Kraushar says
it’s no surprise there has been a steady spike in
the number of people taking up snowmobiling in
recent years.

PHOTO BY MIKE CRANE / GETTYIMAGES.CA

“There’s been a huge uptick in the last couple years.
It was obviously growing before, but in the last two
or three years it has seen a massive surge. With our
clinics, we’ve seen lots of people coming out and
wanting to learn, but they are staying invested in the
sport, too,” says Kraushar.
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“I think at the end of the day it’s good for the local
community, in terms of bringing in tourism dollars
and spending. People getting outside and seeing
things gives us numbers to advocate to keep areas
open. There’s been a lot of land use stuff over the
years and with the growth of snowmobiling we’ve
been able to push back a bit and say, ‘We need
these areas to stay open and accessible for people.’”
Sea to Sky local Vince Shuley is one of the many
who have dived head first into snowmobiling in the
last year.
Being a big backcountry skier, and witnessing the
growth in popularity of ski touring, Shuley got into
sledding as a way to avoid the overcrowded, popular
ski-touring areas and push his way further into the
backcountry, out of reach for many tourers on foot.
The experience has been so positive thus far that
Shuley has found himself often looking to go out
just to sled, instead of sledding with the end goal of
skiing virgin snow.
“The primary reason has stayed the same, but I’ve
had so much fun, getting better at sledding that I’m
willing to go out and just thrash on the sled and
leave the skis at home. And that’s something I didn’t

think I would do,” says Shuley.
“I still want to learn how to control and drive my
sled into the more complex terrain for more access
to sled skiing and ski touring, but I guess I leaned on
the crutch of, I need to get better first, and I’ve had a
lot of fun doing it.”
Described by Kraushar as a “unique, challenging
and amazing experience,” snowmobiling in the Sea
to Sky offers a type of fun that is hard to achieve in
other winter sports. And with the incredible scenery
just a short ride away—including must-see spots
like the Pemberton Icefield that extends for miles
or getting an up-close look at Mount Fee’s daunting
and almost villainous jagged peaks, among many
others—spending a day on a sled in the backcountry
truly is a can’t-miss experience.
However, while exhilarating, it’s no walk in the park
and can come with its own challenges. For anyone
looking for advice on how to best get into the sport,
Shuley believes having a network of friends to ride
with and taking a clinic to learn some basics before
you go out are two of the main keys to getting the
most out of your experience.
“You have to be patient and have a problem-solving

attitude. Getting going with sledding is not a turnkey
solution. Even if you buy all the gear, you can’t just
throw money at the problem with sledding. You
need to figure it out logistically. And that requires
patience and problem solving,” he says. “Especially
for beginners who don’t have a partner or a friend
willing to do it for them and have to figure it out on
their own, that can be really hard and intimidating.”
“And what Tyler offers, that’s really worth it because
you learn so much mechanically about your sled and
that’s something that’s just too much for a lot of people
to comprehend. But Tyler breaks it down really well and
will give you the basic skills to get you there.”
When it comes to guided tours, safety clinics and
learning the basics of what’s needed before you
go out on the sled, Kraushar’s Broken Boundary
Adventures is the place to go in Pemberton and can
accelerate the process and get you having a lot more
fun, a lot sooner, according to Shuley.
And then on the mechanical side of things,
Pemberton also offers multiple different shops
and garages to help with all your snowmobile
maintenance and repair needs, including Polaris
and Ski-Doo dealerships, Valley Chainsaw and
Backcountry Motors.
PHOTO BY VINCE SHULEY
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DON’T WAIT! MAKE A MOVE NOW!
DAWN
MORTENSEN
Full-time Lillooet based realtor
C: 250.256.8383
O: 250.374.1461
www.livelillooet.com

For more information about the real estate
market and benefits Lillooet has to offer, check
out Dawn Mortensen’s website at livelillooet.com

FIND US
DOWNTOWN
PEMBERTON
ACROSS FROM
THE BARN
Extraordinary Weddings

THERE IS SOMETHING FOR
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Events Delivered
...down to the last detail

EVERYBODY TO ENJOY!

(604) 894-3364
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Pemberton’s farm sites
increasingly turned to
event spaces over the past
two years
DAN FALLOON

E

ven before the pandemic, more and
more people were finding their way into
Pemberton’s backcountry for its valley views,
epic mountaintops, and all-time winter conditions.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, trying to book
a signature event like a wedding in Pemberton was
a competitive process. But now with two years of
delays factored in, couples could be forgiven for
believing their dream nuptials were never going to
materialize.
But with pandemic shutdowns giving property
owners in Pemberton, like so many of us, time to
reflect, many have transformed or reimagined their
rural venues as event spaces—the perfect place to
host couples’ dream wedding.
Cailey Wilkes of Blue Violet Events anticipates this
will be the biggest year for weddings since the
1980s, when a bulk of baby boomers tied the knot.
“It’s partly because we have such a backlog from
2020 and 2021,” she says. “Because of that, there
hasn’t been much availability for new couples
wanting to get married, especially if they’re booking
for next year.”
However, Wilkes has had multiple property owners
contact her seeking advice on how to prep their
sites with an eye to catering to couples on one of
the most special days of their lives. The sites often
will have existing infrastructure that can serve this
purpose, such as a barn site, and some have even
served as venues in the past under prior ownership
and just need a bit of direction to get properly
spiffed up.
“They’ve asked me about the logistics of changing
that into a venue, what’s required of that, what they
need to put in there, what works, what are couples
looking for,” Wilkes says. “I definitely see an uptick
in this area. I see the trend of homeowners with the
type of properties that can host weddings jumping
on the bandwagon, so to speak, because of the
overspill of couples that still need venues.
“We’re seeing an opportunity to change their
operations if they have a farm and make some extra
money on the side.”

PHOTO BY NEVE PETERSON / ANCIENT CEDARS LODGE
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REMEMBER WHEN STORES
SOLD EVERYTHING?
Featuring many Canadian quality brands

Western Wear & Boots • Laurentian Chief Moccasins, Mucklucks & Tshirts • Large Workwear Department
Mens • Women and Childrens Clothing & Accessories • Hats, Outdoor Clothing & Outerwear
Musical Instruments & Accessories • Canadian Hand-Crafted & Themed Souvenirs
Well we’re one and we are celebrating over 60 years of serving Pemberton

1956 - 2021

“If we don’t have it, you don’t really need it”
Come visit us and see for yourself! (Closed on Mondays)

7437 Prospect Street

(604) 894-6233

PEMBERTON'S FIRST ALL
PLANT-BASED RESTAURANT!
FAMILY OWNED + OPERATED

7318 INDUSTRIAL WAY PEMBERTON, BC
LOCATED IN THE INDUSTRIAL PARK BEHIND THE CARWASH!

(604) 894-7021

WWW.THEHWYCAFE.CA
CHECK US OUT ON INSTAGRAM + FACEBOOK! @THEHWYCAFE
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All the venues Wilkes has worked with would be
worth a couple’s while, with staple offerings ranging
from beautiful and rugged grounds for the ceremony
to stunning views of Mount Currie. In her experience,
the venues that have approached her are taking
great interest in doing right by clients rather than
just trying to make a quick buck from a saturated
market.
“Everyone I’ve spoken to has been pretty conscious
of doing it right, getting things set up in advance, and
that’s why they’ve reached out. They want to know
what’s required of a property, what works well for
vendors,” she says. “They’re not just offering an empty
barn that everything needs to be brought into.”
Some venues can also offer accommodation, which
helps alleviate another pressure point exacerbated by
the pandemic, with local hotels booking up months or
even years in advance during prime wedding season.
Sites can host up to 10 events a year under local
bylaws, but can apply to host more. With the number
of venues coming online, though, hosting up to 10 each
would still create significant supply in the marketplace.
Rebecca Drysdale of Ancient Cedars Lodge on
Highway 99 is one venue that is set to come online.
Drysdale and her husband bought the property
in March 2019, hoping to be open that winter.
Construction delays set the date back, and then
COVID hit.
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As a result of the pandemic, Drysdale decided to
build a giant deck to safely host small events for up
to 75 people and even outdoor yoga sessions when
studios were shut down last year.
“That’s become a bit of a staple for us because
it was so nice for us to have everyone here,” she
says, adding that the Lodge will bring yoga back on
occasion in 2022.
Drysdale hopes to screen in the deck and offer
a covered outdoor space in the future, but for
now, couples can rent and install tents on the
sprawling space.
While word of mouth has spread through Instagram

as couples seek forest weddings, Ancient Cedars
Lodge is easing into weddings this summer, not
filling all 10 slots out of respect for their neighbours.
“We’re booking into 2023. This summer is as booked
as we want it to be for weddings,” she says.
Couples and the wedding party can stay onsite, and
the Lodge also offers convenient accommodation for
events at nearby North Arm Farm.
Other sites offering unique experiences down
the line include Blue House Organics, as owner
Alejandro Sucre has big ideas for the Pemberton
Meadows Road property.

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER!
Ready to live the dream?
I left the city for a brown and white horse. I found my forever after spot.
Now I am Living it! Loving it! & Selling it!
Farms, ranches, agricultural, rural, remote and off-grid properties
are my specialty. Contact me today!

Robbi-Layne Robertson
BC Farm and Ranch Realty Corp.
250-453-9774
RLR@bcfarmandranch.com
www.bcfarmandranch.com

OPEN DAILY
10AM-6PM
SALES
SERVICE
TRAIL MAPS

1–1392 Portage Road I 604-894-6625 I bikeco@shaw.ca
BIKECO.CA

BIKECO.CA

BIKECO

THEBIKECO
p: Matthew Bruhns
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Among them is converting a glass shipping container
into cabins to expand on the existing Airbnb onsite.
He also plans to scale up the hands-on agritourism
experience, allowing guests to connect with agriculture
through an educational tour and the opportunity to try
farming tasks such as planting or harvesting with an
emphasis on preserving the soil for future generations.

“It’s a new trend in tourism,” he says. “When
people do it, it transforms their lives and how they
see vegetables. Buying local is really beneficial
for their health.”
When it comes to agritourism and the importance
of regenerative tourism, Sucre knows what he’s
talking about: he recently completed a certificate in

sustainability from Cambridge University.
While Blue House has dipped its toes into such
programming before, the positive response has
Sucre excited to build it out.
“We saw the reaction when people stay at the farm,
and their reaction was so wonderful that it inspired
us to keep offering these experiences,” he says.
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Glacier Media Digital experts
help
businesses
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online.
Glacier
Media Digital
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help
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online.
Contact businesses
your Sales representative
at Pique Newsmagazine
today for a free digital audit

Contact your Sales representative at Pique Newsmagazine
today for a free digital audit

BIGSKYGOLF.CA | 604.894.6106 | INFO@BIGSKYGOLF.CA
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604-938-0202
sales@piquenewsmagazine.com
604-938-0202
sales@piquenewsmagazine.com

7455 Prospect Street (downtown)
Open May – November, 10am - 5pm

Take a step back in time and
explore Pemberton’s early days!

pembertonmuseum.org
Check us out for your special event!

We have guided tours, activities
for all ages and special events
through out the year.

Wellness Studio

Naturopathic Medicine
Dr. Jill Scott ND

Diner

Pizza

8am-2pm

4pm-8pm

Registered Massage Therapist
Cheray Brandt BPE/ RMT
Arianne Tittley RMT
Osteopathic Practitioner
Matt Sherlock OMT
Over 26yrs experience serving the sports community
BOOK ONLINE: therapypemberton.com

1384 Portage Rd. (next to the Pony Restaurant)

Direct billing on ext Medical/ Exercise rehabilitation/Yamuna Ball Rolling

WHISTLER’S
PREMIER
VISITOR
MAGAZINE
SINCE 1980
Available at select
locations in the
Sea to Sky

/whistlermagazine

NEW
SUMMER
WHISTLER
MAGAZINE
IS OUT!

At Grimm’s we put our hearts into cooking for our extended
family, our community, for every day and special occasions.

All day Breakfast

Lunch Specials

Catering Big or Small

Poutine

Wings

Pizza

Ice Cream

Inquire about our edible bouquets and don’t forget
to take home Grandma’s hot sauce. Just a drop’ll do!

We are Family!

Order online:
grimmsdeli.com

(604) 894-5303 Find us on
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PEMBERTON BUSINESS DIRECTORY
DINING
L6

REAL ESTATE

FESCUES RESTAURANT AT BIG SKY GOLF CLUB

D6

1690 Airport Road | 604 894 6106

B5

FISH & RICE

DAWN MORTENSEN

GRIMM’S DELI

FRANK INGHAM

MILE ONE EATING HOUSE

frank@frankingham.com | 604 230 8167

C6

107-7330 Arbutus Street | 604 384 3842

D6

MOUNT CURRIE COFFEE CO.
SUNSTONE BAR & GRILL

ROBBI-LAYNE ROBERTSON

rlr@bcfarmandranch.com | 250 453 9774

D6

1730 Airport Road | 604 894 6197

B5

THE HWY. CAFÉ

7318 Industrial Way | 604 894 7021

RECREATION
L6

BLACKCOMB HELICOPTERS

1850 Airport Road | 1 800 330 4354

B4

5-7331 Arbutus Street | 604 894 5166

106-7445 Frontier Street | 604 894 8884

SERVICES
C5

CONNECTIONS WELLNESS STUDIO

C6

LOCAL MOTION THERAPY

D6

PEMBERTON CHAMBER VISITOR CENTRE

3-1384 Portage Road | 604 894 1223

110-1411 Portage Road | 604 894 5525
Corner Highway 99 & Portage Road | 604 894 6175

E7

POCKETFUL PRODUCTIONS

pocketfulproductions.com | 604 938 3800

RETAIL & RELAXATION
C5

ANIMAL BARN

K5

THE BEER FARMERS

A5

SQUAMISH LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT
1350 Aster Street | 604 894 6371

1-1384 Portage Road | 604 894 6740

PEMBERTON & DISTRICT MUSEUM &
ARCHIVES SOCIETY

L6

B6

VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON

7400 Prospect Street | 604 894 6135

C5

1730 Airport Road | 604 894 6197

PEMBERTON BIKE CO.

1-1392 Portage Road | 604 894 6625

L6

PEMBERTON BREWING CO.

5/6-1936 Stonecutter Place | 604 894 2337

B5

SUNSTONE GOLF CLUB

NORTH ARM FARM

1888 Highway 99 | 604 894 5379

7455 Prospect Street | 604 894 5504

L6

STAY WILD NATURAL HEALTH

8324 Meadows Road | 778 770 1523

BIG SKY GOLF CLUB

1690 Airport Road | 604 894 6106

G7

WHISTLER REAL ESTATE COMPANY - PEMBERTON

TOWN SQUARE RESTAURANT

7439 Frontier Street | 604 894 3364

L6

REMAX SEA TO SKY REAL ESTATE - PEMBERTON
1411 Portage Road | 604 894 6616

2-7331 Arbutus Street | 604 894 3388

L6

B4

dawn@lillooethomes.com | 250 256 8383

106-7433 Frontier Street | 604 894 5303

D6

PEMBERTON VALLEY SUPERMARKET
7438 Prospect Street | 604 894 3663

DANIELLE MENZEL

danielle@wrec.com | 604 698 5128

102-7433 Frontier Street | 604 894 0016

B5

B5

PEMBERTON GENERAL STORE

7437 Prospect Street | 604 894 6233

Tourism Pemberton Members

Maps Grid Reference (map page 28-29)

We have a special interest in getting you out there again!
Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Acupuncture, Chiropractic,
Custom Orthotics, Craniosacral Therapy, IMS, Full line of Braces,
Rehab Programs Women’s Health, ICBC & WSBC

604-894-5525
Open Monday - Friday

Find us at 110-1411 Portage Rd, Pemberton, BC
Book online at: www.localmotiontherapy.com
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